Summary of farmer problems  in San Roque Dam Watershed

Barangay San Felipe East, San Felipe West, San Nicolas Pangasinan, Region I

Background of Information

Barangay San Felipe East and San Felipe West are the two barangays of the municipality of San Nicolas, Pangasinan. These barangays are located within the San Roque Watershed where the San Roque Multi-Purpose Dam is constructed.

The San Roque Multi-Purpose Damn constructed within the watershed area has been one of the most controversial projects funded by JBIC to date. The dam has displaced more than 4,400 people and threatens the livelihood of thousands of indigenous Ibaloi people living upstream of the dam. The Ibaloi have been opposed to the poject since eruption in 1998, yet contrary to Philippine Law and JBIC policies on indigenous people, the project has been built. Meanwhile, many of the gold-panners and farmers in Pangasinan were deprived of their livelihood. Most of these people were subsistence farmers who met their basic needs from gold-pawning, farming, gardening and animal raising.

A major commitment by the San Roque Dam proponent was compensation, still largely unpaid, for properties and livelihood that the people of Itogon in Benguet, San Manuel and neighboring barangays of San Nicolas in Pangasinan had to sacrifice to give way to the construction of the mega dam.

In San Roque, 113 families have been displaced in a resettlement area, which has no electricity, potable water, school, health clinic and is devoid of employment opportunities. And while the National Power Corporation (NPC) indeed provided them with the resettlement site and houses, the displaced families do not have proof of ownership to them.

Very few were adequately compensated in San Nicolas, Pangasinan, majority are now demanding for appropriate compensation and alternatives source of livelihood.

According to the Indigenous Peoples Rights Act (IPRA) of the Philippines, prior to any project development implementation/indigenous people should be properly informed and that their consent is necessary particularly for projects that impact their ancestral lands. However, despite of their efforts in reaching out to the government, JBIC and the power company through dialogues, appeals, and petition letters, the projects was built.

Worst was when the tenant farmers who were resettled for the project had no choice but to agree and were made to sign forms in English indicating their agreement though most people could not understand English.

Farmers downstream of the San Roque Dam experience flooding every time the two existing dams along the Agno River, Ambuklao and Binga, release water during the rainy season. The flooding has destroyed thousands of hectares of rice fields, fishponds and houses. The operation of the San Roque Dam will put downstream community at greater risk, especially during extreme flood events, where there will be more water backed up behind dams that will need to be release quickly.

In terms of the awareness of the residents on the concept of watershed, the concept is no longer new to them because of the existence of the previous Integrated Social Forestry Program and Agro-Forest Farm Lease administered by the DENR. At present, the CBFM project of the DENR is on-going.

According to the residents, the rich resources found in the watershed such as water, trees and fruits are made available to the residents.

Farming is the major source of livelihood of the residents while gold-pawning has become an alternative source of income.

As disclosed from an interview, some residents prefer to go for gold-pawning rather than farming because of the convenience and ready market for their gold. It’s even shorter to wait to earn a higher income compared to farming. But those days were over; they have to go back to farming to survive.

It was also observe that there’s a wide gap between the rich and the poor between the two barangays. Big houses and ownership of several vehicles are evidences that divide the two. The rich are those properly compensated while the poor are the unfavored individuals.

Scored Problems

Barangay San Felipe West (Lower portion of the watershed)

San Felipe West is located at the lower portion of the watershed and adjacent to barangay San Felipe East. San Felipe West is also considered the rice granary of the municipality of San Nicolas, Pangasinan.

Based on the scored problem, the residents prioritized the scarcity of water as the major problem along with them, difficulty of sending their children to school. The other problems include soil erosion and low yield.

Low supply of water for domestic use as a problem is identified. The declining volume of water is attributed by soil erosion caused by strong winds, heavy rains and the practice of swiddening in the area. These conditions eventually destroy rice paddies. Although both barangays can have two croppings for rice (main crop) and agri-crops for the secondary crop (usually after rice cropping), their income is still insufficient. With these situations, the farmer could hardly improve their income. Instead of elevating their socio-economic status, they become more impoverished.

 Barangay San Felipe East (Upper portion of the watershed)

Barangay San Felipe East and West used to be one barangay called San Felipe. But because of its increasing population it was divided into two, the East and the West. The two barangays is adjacent with each other. San Felipe East is considered the second largest barangay of San Nicolas, Pangasinan with 12 sitios with a total population of more than 1,600.Barangay San Felipe East is surrounded with rice paddies and farming is the main occupation of the residents.

Some of the species of trees grown are narra, mahogany, gmelina and teak.

Based on the scored problems, the residents prioritized the lack of capital as the leading problem. Other problems identified include soil quality, scarcity of water especially during dry season and lack of government assistance.

The residents of San Felipe East and West are the resettled residents of which majority of them are subsistence farmers and derived their alternatives source of income from gold pawning. Since the dam was constructed, they were already deprived of other sources of livelihood that could compliment their wages/income from farming. At present the residents are demanding for the NPC to provide alternatives source of income. Majority claimed that lives had been much better before the construction of the dam because they could easily earn a living for a days work.

Soil quality was likewise identified as a problem because the characteristics of their soil is rocky and sandy this they could not enhance productivity much more that they lack the necessary know-how on what to produce in such soil condition.

Scarcity of water is a problem particularly on dry season. It is observed that during dry months its windy, such that evaporation is fast and plants easily dry up. This condition greatly affects their production. Their lack of skill on IPM likewise attributes to low yield. Under such circumstances, they always have the tendency to bank/rely for government support.

Profile of Farmers

Age, gender, Civil Status, Family Size

Majority of the farmers are within the age bracket of 26-36. The rest are within 37-47, 48-58 and 59-69. Majority are also males and married having a family size ranging within 4-6 children.

Educational Attainment

Majority of the farmers were able to reached secondary education. The rests had gained elementary, secondary, vocational and college education. Only one graduated from college.

Occupation

Majority or 92.31% of the residents are full time farmers while the rests are part time farmers.

Annual Income

Out of 26, 8 (30.78) are earning below P5,000.00; 5 (19.23%) within P5,001-P10,000; 5 (19.23) within P10,001-P15,000; 5 (19.23%) have P20,001-P25,000; 1 (3.85%) have P15,001-20,000; 1 (3.85%) have P25,001-P30,000 and 1 (3.85) have P35,001-P40,000.

Training and Seminars Attended

Some of the trainings/seminars sponsored by the DA, DENR and NPC were attended by the residents such as rice and mango production, IPM, forestry, livestock raising, livelihood and Fire protection.

Land Tenure Status

Most of the farmers in San Felipe East and West are owner cultivators and tenants.

Membership to Organization

Most of the farmers are members of various organizations such as community associations, DENR, Safe Water Association, Kapit Bisig Association, Kapatid Multi-Purpose Cooperative and Liga ng Barangay.

Length of Farming Experience

Majority of the farmers have been engaged in farming for more than 10 years. While the others have 1-2 years, 7-8 years and 9-10 years.

Animals Raised

In general upland farmers raised several animals in their backyards such as chickens, pigs, carabaos, goats and cows. Carabaos are the beast of burden of Filipino farmers used in plowing and preparing the field ready for planting particularly rice.

Source of Capital Used for Farming

The source of capital used for the purchase of farm inputs comes from their own pockets. Others borrow from banks and from the cooperative established in their community.

Farm Labor

Majority of the farmers hire laborers to help them in the farm works, while others resort to hiring laborers alone to do the farming activities.

Source of Water

The NIA, water pump, spring, river, communal irrigation and creeks are the common sources of water for their fields and household use.

Assistance and Support Services

Technical assistance, cooperatives and community organizing assistance, irrigation systems, post harvest facilities, planting materials, fertilizers, budges and farmer equipment are some of the support services extended to the farmers.

Farm Description

Distance from Residence to Farm

Majority of the farmers live within less than a kilometer from their residence to their farm. Only few live within, 1-4 kilometer away from their farms.

Farm Size

Farm Size of the farmers ranged within less than 0.5 to 1 hectare.

Crops Planted

Crops planted include rice, legumes and root crops. Fruit trees and forest trees grown include guayabano, mango, santol, avocado, citrus, mahogany, narra, eucalyptus, gmelina, acacia, coconut and other fruit trees.

Land Use

San Felipe West is the rice granary of San Nicolas, Pangasinan such that majority of their farms are grown with rice. Agricultural crops other than rice are also grown in the farms.

Farming Practices

Monocropping using single crop such as rice is usually the first crop introduced at the onset of the rainy seasons. Farmers usually have two (2) rice croppings within a year. After rice cropping, the farm is planted with various crops where the main crop is intercropped by different cash crops.

Conservation Measures Adopted

Reforestation (planting of forest trees and fruit trees), terracing, wattling, construction of rice bunds, rip-rapping and construction of dikes are some of the vegetative and non vegetative watershed conservation measures adopted by farmers.

Perception on the Role of Trees

Farmers perceived trees as used for construction materials, source of income/food, shelter, fuelwood, influence good climate and fodder for animals.

Problems

Farmers Problem

Occurrence of pests and diseases, low harvest, soil quality, expensive farm inputs and seed quality are the leading problems encountered by the farmers.

Resources

Lack of water, small farm size, poor soil quality and accessibility to market are some of the farmer’s problem on resources.

Labor

Labor was not considered a problem to the farmers of San Felipe East and West because of the presence of the members of the family, friends, relatives and neighbors.

Capital

Poor access to credit and lack of financial assistance are identified problems. Sometimes farmers find difficulty of access to credits specially from leading institutions because of heavy requirements, such that farmers can only rely on the limited financial resources.

Other Problems

Unsustainable farming practices, lack of skills in farming, distance from farm to households and lack of good seeds are other problems met by the farmers.

