Summary of farmer problems  in Cagubay Watershed

Barangay Cayanga, Bugallon, Pangasinan

Background Information

Cagubay Watershed is located in Barangay Cayanga, Bugallon, Pangasinan. The community is situated at the eastern portion of the National highway and accessible to all types of vehicles through the barangay roads. The community is rich in water resources due to the presence of two dams tapped from the Dumuloc River surrounding the community  serving as irrigation system for their farms. Farming is the principal means of livelihood of the residents.

Despite the presence of forest trees, fruit trees, bamboos and cover crops, the residents are threatened due to the presence of crusher plants and the frequent activity of quarrying in the river.  All big stones are harvested and crushed to smaller sizes.  This condition had made the river deeper and vulnerable to flooding, creating siltation of the farms that eventually affected farm productivity resulting to low farm harvest or yield. The residents are also alarmed due to insufficiency of water during summer that also affects their farming activities. They are also disturbed due to the unmaintained constructed dams.

Other problems  that affected farm productivity are due to the lack of skills or technical know-how, poor delivery of support services, lack of access to credits, lack of capital, expensive costs of farm inputs, proximity of farm to market and households, etc.

These conditions have constrained the farmers the opportunity of producing a better harvest to sustain their family needs and to improve their quality of life.

The populaces are aware and know the advantages living in a watershed. However, they are alarmed due to rampant quarrying along river. Although, the problems on scarcity of water is only felt at summer time. They become insecure because of the increasing population within the community.

Profile of Farmers

Age, Gender, Civil Status, Educational Status, Family Size
As to age, 6 or 40.00 % is within 29-38 age bracket, 3 or 20.00% belonged to 49-58 years and the rests belonged to 39-48 years, 59-68 years and 69-78 years age bracket.  The average mean age  is 40.46.  A great majority of the farmers are dominated by males with 11 or 73.33% and married having a family size ranging from 4-6 children.  The average family size is 6.

As to their educational  attainment almost half of them are high school graduates and engaged in farming as a source of their livelihood.

Annual Income
In terms of income, 33.33% have an annual income from 20,001-25,000. The average income is P 22,250.4 annually..

Membership to Organization

With regards to membership to organizations, almost 50 % of the farmers are not affiliated with any organizations. The rests are members of Samahang Nayon, Federation of Farmers and other organizations.

Length of Farming
Majority of the farmers have been engaged in farming for more than 13 years (86.66 %) while the rests from 7-8 years.  The average length of farming experience is l0 years.

Land Tenure Status

Majority of the farmers are tenants (60.00%) and only 40 percent are owners of the land they are farming.

Livestock Raised

Poultry is the major livestock raised by the farmers in their backyards. Others include swine, cow, carabao and goat.

Farm Description

Distance from House to Farm

There are more of those farmers, living in less than 1 km from their residence to their farms. While the others lived within 1-2 kilometer distance. The farthest is from 3-4 kilometers.

Farm Size  
The size of the farms ranged from . 51-4 hectares and forty percent have 2.1 to 3 hectares. The average farm size is .82 ha.

Land Use

Since farming is the major source of livelihood, land use is dominated by agri-crops followed by rice. Crops planted include vegetables such as squash, okra, mungbean, bitter gourd, eggplant, tomatoes, corn, cassava,, peanut and bananas, and agroforestry crops. Other crops  also include coconuts and bamboos.

Farming Practice

Majority of the farmers traditionally adopt monocropping making used of pure rice. After rice harvest, the land is used for intercrops with various combination of agri-crops. Intercropping pattern  is usually adopted after rice harvest.

Source of Irrigation

The dams tapped from the river are the main source of water used in farming. Other sources come from lakes, rain and spring. During summer, insufficient water supply becomes a problem to the farmers because it  greatly affects their agricultural production.

Labor

The most common source of laborers for the farm are the members of the households or family members. Non members of the family are also hired when the members of the family is insufficient.

Sources of Capital

Most farmers rely on their friends when in need of financial assistance to pursue farming activities. Others depend on their own financial capability and the rests have open credits in cooperatives stores.

Conservation Measures Adopted

Planting of agri-crops, bamboos and coconuts and the establishment of the rice bunds, dikes and wattling are the most common soil conservation measures being adopted by the farmers.

Perceptions on the Role of Trees

Farmers perceived trees as primarily used as construction materials and source of food. Other role of trees are for fuel wood, shelter, used  for   water conservation, medicine  and have influence in creating a wholesome climate in the environment. However, although the farmers are aware on the role of trees,  they are not too serious as evidenced on the conservation measures being adopted. Majority of their crops planted are vegetables and very little on forest permanent crops that could have  mitigated problem on flooding and the lack of water during summer.

Training & Seminars attended by farmers

Most of the farmers have attended trainings on rice production. Other trainings and seminars attended are on vegetable production, IPM, forestry, integrated farming, livestock training, agroforestry, mango and banana production.

Assistance/Support Services

Legal assistance, organization of cooperatives, irrigation system, planting materials, fertilizers, livelihood/entrepreneurial, construction of infrastructure and farm equipment were some of the forms of support delivered to the farmers.

Problems

Farmer Problem

Low yield and expensive cost of farm inputs are the most common  problems encountered by the farmers, followed by the occurrence of pests and diseases, poor seed and soil quality.

Resources
Lack of water seems to be the priority problem met by the farmers because it limits the quantity of crops to be planted and at the same time selects the crops to be considered at summer time.

Other problems include  limited size of their farms,  poor quality of the land and the proximity of their farms to the market.

Labor

Some problems on labor met by the farmers are low productivity of labor, under utilization of farm labor and limited opportunities of farm labor.  Although majority of the farmers don’t seem to consider labor as problems.

Capital

Poor access to credit and lack of financial assistance are some of the constraints claimed by the farmers to have affected their farm productivity.

Institutional Linkages

Local roads connecting directly their farms to market is a problem affecting the mobility of farm inputs and farm harvested from farm to market and vice versa.

Other Problems

The adoption of inappropriate farming technologies, distance from farm to their homes, lack of good seeds and lack of skills in farming are other problems confronting the farmers that directly affected farm productivity.

