Summary of farmer problems in Baracbac Watershed

Barangays Lawak Langka, Malabobo & Municipality of Mangatarem, Pangasinan, Region I

Background Information

Baracbac River Watershed is located in Mangatarem, Pangasinan where barangay Lawak Langka and Malabobo are situated. At present, the watershed is in critical condition due to swiddening, indiscriminate cutting of trees, and perennial burning resulting to poor quality and yield. The watershed is the main source of water for irrigating agricultural lands downstream, however, based on reports, the whole watershed has almost dried up during dry season.

Soil erosion is also at its peak during heavy rainfall as evidence of large sediments and silts flowing to the main river. Boulders gravels and sand deposits are mostly found along riverbeds/ creeks and gullies.

The community is accessible to any type of vehicles throughout the year passing to Manleluag Hot Spring National Park.

Farming is the major source of income of the residents. Due to sufficiency of water, cropping practice has been continues within the community. However the insufficiency of water is claimed by farmers to have greatly affected their agricultural productivity that eventually resulted to their low income.

Profile of Farmers

Demographic Profile of farmers

Of the 15 farmers, 13 are males, 2 are females and one is not married. Most of them have a family size ranging from 7-6 children. Others have 10-12 and 4-6 children.  The average family size is 8
Most of them reached elementary and secondary education. Only one graduated from the secondary and one from college. The others had reached college and have taken vocational course.

The mean average age is  52 years  old.

Annual Income
In terms of income, almost 50 percent range within Php 25,001-30,000 annually while the rest is distributed within P15,001 – P35,000. The average income is P 35,833.80/year. 
Membership on Organizations:

The farmers are members of various organizations such as PO`s, cooperatives, Irrigators associations and organization of senior citizens.

Source of Income
Farming is the major source of income of the residents. Others are part-time farmers and the rest are employed elsewhere. The farmers have been farming for more than ten years. Most of the farmers are also owner cultivators while the rest are tenants.  
Animal Raised

Almost all of the households raise chickens. They also raise swine,  carabaos, cows and goats.

Farm Description

Distance from house to farm

Majority live within a distance of less than 1 kilometer from their farms. Only few live within 1-2 km from residence to their farm.  The average distance of households to their farms is 1.9 kms..

Farm Size

Most of the farmers are farming 0.51-2 hectares. The others have less than 0.5 hectares and from 2.1 to 5 hectares.  The average farm size of farmers is 1.52 has. 
Land Use

Land use has been described as areas for rice, agri-crops, agroforestry and trees. Rice serves as the main crop.  The other crops include root crops and vegetables such as potatoes, beans, squash, eggplant, okra, bitter gourd, and bananas. Forest trees include mahogany, narra, gmelina and teak. Fruit trees including mango, guayabano, papaya and coconut are also planted.

Farming Practices

Monocropping is the usual practice although they also adopt contour farming and agroforestry combining agricultural crops and forest trees/fruit trees.

Source of Irrigation

The communal irrigation coming from  the Baracbac River serves as the common source of water. Spring is another source available to the residents. 

Farm Labor

Traditionally, the members of the households/family combined with hired labors are the most common source of labor for farming activities.

Source of Capital

Usually the farmers depend on their own finances spent for farming. Others borrow from cooperatives, relatives and friends in order to sustain farm activities.

Conservation Measures Adopted

Establishment of rice bunds, planting of cover crops, forest trees and fruit trees and rip rapping are the most common conservation measures adopted by farmers in their farms.

The farmers are aware they are residing within a watershed. The benefits and advantages derived therein are known to them. They are kept informed because of the existing project implemented by the DENR which aims to rehabilitate and control erosion within the Barabac Watershed.

Perceptions on the Role of Trees

Farmers perceived trees as having diverse roles such as water conservation, construction purposes, improves climate, used for fuelwood, source of food, shelter, source of income and for fodder.

Training & Seminars Attended by Farmers

Rice production is the most common training/seminar attended by the farmers. Other seminars include forestry, integrated farming, vegetable production and Integrated Pest Management (IPM).

Assistance & Support Services

Technical assistance, irrigation system, seeds and market facilities are the only services available for the farmers.

Problems

Farmer Problems 

The problems encountered by the farmers of barangay Lawak Langka and Malabobo are common. The priority problem is on insufficient/decreasing quality of water brought about by forest denudation and forest fires. This condition had greatly affected agricultural productivity. The slow delivery of support services from the government such as the unfinished construction of small water impounding project, technical assistance to address forest denudation were as well identified as problems. Other problems include high cost of farm inputs occurrence of pests and diseases and lack of capital to finance farm production and management. Their low income brought about by the various problems made the farmers incapable of sending their children to school.

Resources

Insufficient water, tenant problem, low quality of soil and limited farm size are problems confronting the farmers pertinent to use ad availability of resources..

Capital

Lack of capital and credit assistance makes it difficult for the farmer in purchasing the needed farm inputs to increase/improve production.

Institutional Linkages

Slow delivery of support services needed to boost farm productivity also affects the farmers because of their prevailing impoverished condition of upland farmers, they look or depend unto the government for financial, technical, physical and other services. They believe that the government has the obligation in helping the poor and the needy in their quality of lives in the hinterlands.
Other Problems

Lack of technical know-how and skills and the distance of farm from their residence are the other problems identified.

Farmers are receptive to innovation and are willing to try something new to improve their farming practices. But seemingly the problem is the unavailability or the lack of opportunity given to them.

