Summary of farmer concerns in Aguilar Watershed

Barangay, Laoag, Aguilar, Pangasinan, Sitio Mapita, Region I

Background Information

Laoag is a barangay of the Municipality of Aguilar, Pangasinan. Sitio Mapita is  a sitio of Barangay Laoag.

Aguilar Watershed is the major source of water for domestic use of the communities. It is 3.0 km from the National Road. It is accessible to any type of vehicle. It can also be reached by hiking of about 20-30 minutes through the barangay road.

The area is open grassland dominated by cogon. Due to prevalent forest fires, the fertility of the soil declined. The lower portions of the watershed are rice fields of the communities.

Within the watershed area are existing projects administered by DENR, CENRO-Dagupan City such as  SULU as Integrated Social Forestry Program (ISF), Agroforestry  Forest Land Agreement (, AFFLA), and reforestation contract. 

Soil erosion in the area is prevalent especially during rainy season due to the absence of forest cover.

Barangay Laoag, Aguilar, Pangasinan (Sitio Mapita) has a total of more or less 400, with The residents of the community are aware on the roles and benefits that could be derived from the watershed. Some roles identified are the prevention of erosion, preservation of water and its potential in providing other needs of the households, and most of all a resettlementplace for them to live.

Fruit trees and forest trees are also growing within the community such as mahogany, narra, gmelina, teak, mango, coconut, guayabano. Agri-crops include guyabano, agri-cops include rice, root crops and vegetables.

Two types of land tenure patterns exist in the area, owner cultivator and tenant.

Some of the SWC measures practiced include reforestation, wattling, rip-rapping, and terracing.

Based on the scored problem, the scarcity of water was the leading problem, especially during summer months. Such conditions adversely affected agricultural production. Because of poverty and low income of the uplanders, the education of their children is being sacrificed. The absence of electricity was also identified as a problem. However, at present, the sitio is gradually progressing and at the same time the watershed due to interventions particularly on the rehabilitation/reforestation of the cogonal areas was administered by DENR. Several areas were already planted with trees and forest trees. The long and winding road traverses an open grassland area of which some parts are already planted with trees and fruit trees.  While the other portions of the grassland are presently undergoing rehabilitation or reforestation.  However, some portion of the watershed is a timberland where wild animals such as wild pigs and wild chickens are hunted for food by the residents.

Because the wider portion of the area is grassland, it is prone to soil erosion particularly during dry months when it is windy.
Profile of Farmers

Age, Gender, Civil Status, Educational Attainment

More than 37% of the farmers are within 26-36 age bracket and other ranged within 37-47 (31.25%). The farmers were dominated by males (68.75%). Majority are married (62.50%) having a family size ranging from 7-9 children.

Six or 37.50% had elementary education and 4 or 25% had secondary education. Only 1 out of 16 graduated from college.

Annual Income

Four of the farmers claimed to have an annual income of P5,001-P10,000.00. Other ranged within P10,001 – P20,000 and P35,001 - 40,000.

Membership in Organization

Most of the farmers are members of the Federation of Farmers.. Others are member of Samahang Nayon and tribal council.

Source of Income

Upland farming is the main source and subsistence in the community. Most of them have been engaged in farming for more than 10 years.

Land Tenure Status

Majority or 87.5% are owner cultivators. However, some still work as tenants especially the new migrants to the site.

Animals Raised

Backyard animal raising is a common practice of the residents. They raise chickens, swine, carabaos, cows and goats. Livestock raising is highly valued and has become a common practice in the rural areas because of their importance as capital and income generating assets of the households.  It is also valued for social and cultural reasons.

Farm Description

Distance from house to farm

Most of the farmers live within less than one kilometer from their farms. Others live within 1-2 kilometers.

Farm Size

Majority of the upland farmers are cultivating 0.51 – 2 hectares. Others cultivate less than a hectare and 3.1 – 4 has.

Land Use

Majority of the farm is planted with rice, which is the main crop. Agri-crops are also planted usually after the harvest of rice. Often times rice is planted during rainy season especially if it is rain dependent followed by cash crops (root crops and vegetables). Trees such as mahogany, narra, gmelina, teak, and others are grown within the homestead.  Fruit trees are also grown for home consumption and for sale in the market.

Farm Practices

Monocropping is the common practice of farmers particularly on the use of rice as a single crop. After rice cropping, intercropping of various cash crops and root crops takes place. Traditionally leguminous crops are grown to enrich the soil, ready for the next planting season.

Source of Irrigation

The streams and rivers are the source of water for domestic use. Water pipes are installed directly from the source to bring water to the households. Water trucks are used to water planted seedlings within the watershed/reforestation site near/along the barangay roads.

Labor

The “Bayanihan Spirit” is the usual source of labor practiced in the upland. Others pay the labor in cash or in kind.

Source of Capital

Owner cultivators usually spend their own financial resources for the management production of their farms. However, friends are resorted to incase of shortage. Cooperatives are also giving access to itscooperative members. Funding institutions such as rural banks and others are seldom accessed resorted by farmers because of heavy and time consuming requirements.

Soil and Water Conservation

The construction of rice bunds is commonly practiced in the rice fields. Other practices include rip-rapping/terracing, wattling, planting of cover crop such as sweet potatoes, planting of  trees and orchard crops..

Perception on the Role of Trees

To the uplanders, they perceived trees as having multi-purpose roles such as construction materials, conserves water, influence good climate, fuelwood, source of food and medicine, shelter, etc.’

Training & Seminars Attended

Some of  the farmers  attended seminars on rice production and IPM. While others claimed they never had attended any trainings/seminars of any sort.

Support Services

Support services extended to the farmers by various agencies include livelihood assistance, market facilities, seeds, technical assistance, community organizing and fertilizers. Since Sitio Mapita is a newly opened resettlement site, interventions are more or less available for the residents in the community.

Problems

Farmer Problem

Occurrence of pest and diseases, low yield are the most important problems identified by farmers. Uplanders, in Region I are no longer behind farm news particularly on the kinds of chemicals/fertilizers to be used to improved/increase farm production. However, the precautionary measures are seldom followed religiously. Because of poverty, the residents could hardly buy the needed inputs to improve farm production.

Farmers often times consider seeds as a potential problem attributed to low yield because farmers do not avail or can’t even afford to buy certified seeds. Farmers traditionally set aside planting materials out from their harvest to be used for the succeeding cropping season. Because of the absence of certified seed growers near the community, repeated used of the planting stock that has been set aside out from their harvest is a common practiced.. They overused seeds as much as 2-4 times which eventually decrease the quality and quantity of yield.

Resource

The scarcity of water is the leading problem particularly during dry season because the source of water also decreases. Other problems include small farm size being cultivated and low quality of the soil.  Since the area is grassland, the quality of the soil is marginal or poor.

Labor

The farmers at Sitio Mapita do not consider labor as a problem because of the availability of their children and relatives and the practice of “bayanihan spirit” or “self-help”. Besides, most of them have small farm size.

Capital


Upland dwellers are generally poor and could hardly afford to purchase the needed farm inputs to enhance production.  Despite interventions, they are very limited.

Institutional Linkage

The government and the NGO’s are the usual sources of supports they have availed, such as technical assistance, fertilizers, planting materials, farm to market roads, and others.  However, these interventions have not found to have significantly improved the quality of lives of the residents in the community as evidenced from their generated low annual income.

Other problems

Appropriate technology and distance of farm from residence and to market are the leading problems encountered by farmers. Other problems include lack of technical skills in farming, lack of good seeds, and poor road conditions.

