Summary of farmer concerns in Santol Watershed Forest Reserve

Barangay Sasaba, Santol, La Union, Region I

Background Information

Barangay Sasaba is about 25 kilometers from the municipality of Santol, La Union. It takes around 4-5 hours hiking. The slope of the graded road is around 30 to 40 degrees. The road is accessible by jeepneys during summer months but not on wet season. Due to heavy rainfall, the road condition is becoming worse due to the absence of road maintenance and road drainage.

Agriculture is the main source of income of the uplanders. Rice is the main crop. Other crops planted include tiger grass, bananas, root crops, trees and forest trees such as mahogany, eucalyptus, mango, yemane, guava, narra, etc.

The upland farmers still practice kaingin making. They still use draft animals in farm preparation (or the use of carabao and plow). Drilling by the use of a wood sharpened at the top drill holes where grains of palay are drilled and planted.

The major problem considered by the farmers through participatory method is the condition and distance of farms to market roads. Often times, farmers limit their production only for family consumption due to the burden of transportation particularly during wet season.  In case of food surplus, they are traded to the market

Difficulty of fetching water at the lower portion consumes much of their time, such that installation of water pipes is needed to ease the difficulty.

Majority of the residents of Sasaba belonged to the IP’s. At present, Sasaba is having a boundary conflict with Lon-oy, an adjacent Barangay. Despite of several attempts of negotiations it remained unsolved. Both communities are assertive over their claims. At this point, the people of Sasaba plan to pass a resolution to the NCIP to settle the conflict.

The problem on electricity also affected the learning and study habits of their children. A mini-hydro electric power is their source of electricity installed by DMMMSU, an academic institution.  Since the power of the current is limited to household lighting purposes, the residents are craving for a better source to enable them avail of household appliances such as televisions, radios to keep them well-informed on latest issue/information particularly on farm news/breakthroughs.

The residents are also aware on the concept of watershed and the advantages and shared benefits that could be derived therein such as a refuge for them, a sanctuary for plants and animals, source of shelter and foods, and other needs.

Soft broom making and tendering of a small sari-sari store are also common sources of livelihood of the residents.

Profile of Farmers

Age, Gender, Civil Status, Educational Attainment

Majority of the farmers belonged to the age group brackets within 37-69. The mean age of 50.1 implies that the farmers are above the middle ages and are still capable of doing farming activities.

Of the 15 farmers, 9 are males and 6 are females. Majority are married having a family size ranging from 4-6 children.

Some of them had elementary, secondary and vocational education. However, only few graduated from elementary and high school.  None have undergone college education due to poverty as a result of poor income..  

Annual Income

As to income, most farmers ranged from an annual income of P5,000, and below P15,000 which is very much below the poverty threshold.  This condition is a factor that prevents the farmer in sending their children to higher education, especially so that colleges and universities are very far from the community. 

Membership in Organization

In terms of membership in organization, most of them are members of NCIP,. being a member of the kanka-naey tribe. Others are members of the multi-purpose cooperative established in the community.

Source of Income

Agriculture is the main source of income of the residents where most of them have been engaged in farming for more than 10 years. 

Land Tenure Status

Most of them are owner cultivators. Only few are tenants. Others are laborers who are engaged in soft broom making after cropping/planting seasons as an alternative source to augment income to sustain family needs.

Animal Raised

As a part of farming activity is the common practice of livestock raising. Most of them raised swine and chickens. Carabaos and cows are common among the uplanders since they are used for plowing the fields/farms during land preparation.  Goats are also raised.  However, livestock are still raised in a traditional manner.

Farm Description

Distance to farm

Most of the farmers lived within 1-2 kilometers from their farms. Others have to walk less than a kilometer or from 3-6 kilometers to reach their farms.

Land Use

Majority of the upland farms are planted with rice. Other land use included are,  for agri-crops, agroforestry and as pasture land. Traditionally after rice harvest, secondary crops such as vegetables are planted (agri-crops). Animals are then allowed to graze in the farms after harvesting. Trees/fruit trees such as narra, eucalyptus, mango, yemane, guava, avocado including tiger are grown in the area.

Source of Irrigation

The source of water for irrigation comes from spring, stream, rain and rivers. Despite the availability of various sources of water for domestic use and irrigation, scarcity of water is still a problem confronting farmers especially during dry months..

Source of Capital

In general, farmers finance their own farm inputs and activities. Only few resort to borrowing from their friends and relatives. Sometimes even if credit assistance is available, farmers are reluctant to avail because of voluminous requirements, high interest and time consuming. Besides, supporting papers of tax declaration/land titles are needed as collateral in extending financial assistance to farmers. Because agricultural production is an investment and is risky, farmers resist or don’t want to gamble their fate for such an amount borrowed for not being able to pay back later after cropping season. In general, most farmers particularly the marginal or the impoverished ones are not risk takers. 

Source of Labor

Family is the common source of labor and a combination of family or hired labors particularly if farm size is large. The “bayanihan” (Filipino value which means self-help), system or “amuyo” is a common traditional practice in rural areas where after extending such help to a family/individual in need to work in their fields, they also take turn to compensate the service extended.


Conservation Measures Adopted
Construction of rice bunds along rice paddies is a common conservation measures adopted particularly in lowland area. Rip-rapping, planting of cover crops, minimum cultivation (done manually), planting of trees and fruit trees, and wattling are also forms of SWC adopted by upland farmers. Those indigenous practices of soil and water conservation using a combination of vegetative and non-vegetative forms are experiences/learnings transferred/passed on to them by their ancestors and their elders in the community.

Perception on the Role of Trees

The populace is aware on the role of trees on soil and water conservation and as for construction materials. Other perceived roles are: for fuel wood, has an influence in good climate, shade, medicine, source of food and water, source of income (from sales of its products), etc.

Training & Seminars Attended by Farmers

Obviously, rice production was the major focus of seminar/training attended by the farmers. Crop production, IPM, integrated farming, and forestry are other areas of trainings extended by the government and non-government organizations to the community. 

In general, attendance to seminars/trainings related to farming is mostly dominated by males. Often times, women are left at home to look after the welfare of their children and households chores. But the bulk of farm activities from land preparation (production) to marketing is handled or managed by women.

Support Services

The support services extended to the farmers are in the forms of fertilizers, technical assistance, cooperative/community organizing assistance, livelihood assistance, irrigation, legal assistance, seeds, etc.  These services were provided by the GO`s, LGu`s, and NGO`s.

Problems

Farmer Problem

The incidence of pests and diseases was the major problem met by the farmers that consequently resulted to low yield/harvest. Other problems include expensive inputs, soil quality and poor quality of seeds.

Upland farmers of Region I, specifically in La Union were not exempted from the influenced of western technology such as the used of non-organic fertilizers to beef up agricultural production.  Despite the high cost of this input and the problem on low yield, farmers find their way out in solving this problem. Meanwhile, their source of information comes either from LGU’s, NGOs, radios, from their friends, and academic institutions nearby.

Resources

The scarcity of water and limited farm size appeared to be the leading problems Other problems include low quality of the soil and distance of farm to the homestead.

Water usually becomes a limiting factor to production especially during dry season. Such that wet season is the most favorable time for intensive farming of crops, particularly the main crops because it is rainfed dependent.

Labor

In Barangay Sasaba and Sitio Tico, Santol, La Union shortage of labor and productivity, limited opportunities of farm labor, and limited supply of family labor were not considered as problems that could affect the management of their farms activities.

Capital

Very few considered the deficiency of access to credit and lack of financial assistance as a problem.

Institutional Linkages

Lack of infrastructure and slow delivery of support services were considered as problems. Since the priority problem brought out from the scored diagram is farm to market road. The agencies/organizations concern on infrastructures should take considerations and appropriate actions. On the other hands, the LGU’s should play a vital role in bringing the problems to the right organizations for considerations and favorable action.

Other Problems

Lack of knowledge/skills of appropriate farming and distance of farms to the households are the leading/major problems. Others include bad road condition, lack of sustainable technology and lack of certified hybrid seeds to be used.

Visitation & monitoring of the farmers should be conducted regularly as possible by concerned agencies/organizations to provide and teach the farmers the recent and most sustainable means of farming management. But due to the distance, concerned agencies/organizations were reluctant in reaching the place.

