Summary of farmer concerns in  San Gabriel Watershed Forest Reserve
Barangay Lon-oy, San Gabriel, La Union, Region I
Background Information

San Gabriel is located 22 kilometers north of San Fernando City, La Union. Barangay Lon-oy is 20 kilometers away from San Gabriel, La Union. During dry season, the barangay rugged road is passable by motor vehicles, and during wet season, it   could only be reached through hiking for a half day.

The watershed serves as the primary source of potable water for the municipalities of San Fernando City, San Gabriel, San Juan, Bauang and Bacnotan. Although the primary source is complemented by deep well water pump, the volume is insufficient to supply the needs of the increasing population.

Because of the worsening condition of the watershed brought about by rampant indiscriminate cutting of trees, the DENR intervened and committed to protect, conserve and rehabilitate the area by way of watershed development project.

The area is characterized as steep to moderately steep which is found along rivers and banks of stream. Meanwhile, the moderately steep portion occupies most of the areas. In general, the area is still secured due to the presence of stable forest cover. However, due to human interventions, the forest land areas have gradually degraded. The road condition is becoming serious due to the absence of maintenance. At rainy season, the flow of water follows down the road in the absence of a good drainage system which has worsened the road condition making it impassable.

The present status of income of the family is not fixed and very much below the poverty threshold. Source of income is unstable except those employed abroad and elsewhere in the country.

Based on the scored causal diagram, the road condition appeared to be the leading felt problem. The worsening condition is attributed to the absence of maintenance and water drainage, thus greatly affecting the transport of farm products to the market. The difficulty of transport likewise limits their production potential that eventually results to low generation of income. Although there are other sources of livelihood such as soft broom making, furniture and tending to sari-sari store. The income derived was claimed insufficient to sustain the family needs.

In general, the populace is aware and understands the concept of watershed, the benefits and the advantages that could be derived therein. The presence of the DENR’s project had kept them informed on the benefits/advantages being a resident within a watershed.

Demographic Profile
Age, Gender, Civil Status, Educational Attainment

In terms of age, majority of the farmers belonged to the age bracket 59-69. The mean average age of 51.12   indicates that the farmers are above the middle ages.

Of the 16 farmer respondents, 50 percent are males and 50 percent are females. All of the farmers are married with a family size ranging from 4-6 children.

In terms of their educational attainment, more than 50 percent have undergone elementary education. While 3 have secondary education and the other 2 graduated from high school. Majority of the residents are full time farmers while the others are tenants.

Annual Income

As to income most of the farmers ranged from Php 5,001 – 10,000 per year. The others have Php 5,000 and below. Only few ranged from 40,001 – 45,000 to Php 50,001 and above.

Membership in Organization

With regards to membership in organization, most of them are members of various organizations such as cooperative, Samahang Nayon, Federations of Farmers, Women’s Association and the National council for Indigenous People ( NCIP).

Source of Income

Majority of the farmers have been engaged in farming for more than 10 years. Most of them owned the land they till, while others are tenants. 

Animals Raised

Almost all of the households raised poultry and swine in their backyards. Other animals raised are carabaos and goats.  However, these livestock are produced the traditional way.  They are raised for social and cultural reasons.  They also served as assets during the times of scarcity and crop failures. 

Farm Description
Distance from House to Farm

Most of the farms lived within 1-2 kilometers away from their farms, while only few lived within less than 1 km to 3-4 kms away from their farms.                                                                                                                 

Farm Size

Majority of the farmers are farming less than 0.5 hectares. Others farm 0.5 to 2 hectares.

Crops Planted

Most of their farms are planted with agricultural crops such as cowpeas, string beans, root crops, pineapple, bananas, tiger grass and fruit trees such as santol, mango, jackfruit, lanzones, rambutan, avocado, citrus, coconut, cherry, black berry, guava, guayabano, cacao and coffee plants. Forest trees planted are mahogany, aurie, eucalyptus, gmelina and narra.

Farming Practices

During rainy season, single cropping is the usual practice. The farms lots are planted with pure rice. Other farmers practiced alley cropping, intercropping and swiddening.

Source of Irrigation

Rain, lakes, river and spring are the common sources of irrigation used for their farms. However, despite many sources, water becomes a limiting factor during dry season such that the farmers wanted to install water pipes to address the problem on the lack of water during dry season.

Labor

Members of the households hired labor and practiced “bayanihan” or self-help which is the common means of labor used in farming activities.

Source of Capital

In general, most farmers provide their own expenses used in farming. Others borrow from their friends, cooperative and friends.

Assistance & Support Services

Provision of planting materials, credit, livelihood and legal assistance, market facilities, trainings, farm equipment, construction of bridges, irrigation system, graded path are some of the support services extended by the government to the farmers.                                                                                                                                            

Problems

Farmer Problem

Seemingly, the priority problem that surfaced among the farmers is the worsening condition of the road due to non maintenance. It brings difficulty to farmers in transporting their farm products to the market. A half day walk adds more burden of transporting farm products as well as farm inputs. This condition discourages and limits productivity. Such that their produce is only limited to sustain their day to day necessities. Hence, their capability of increasing family income is affected.

Resources

Limited farm size, access to market and other services, insufficient water during dry season, poor soil quality and non-ownership of farmer’s titles are some of the problems confronting them. The farmers believe that if these problems are properly addressed, their productivity well increase and eventually improve their quality of life.

Labor

Labor has not been much of a problem to the farmer because the members of the family are available to do farming activities. To some who have limited members of the family the opportunity of farm labor is their problem.

Capital

Traditionally, farm expenditures are shouldered by the farmer themselves, but to others, open access to credit assistance and lack of financial assistance are problems that directly affect their productivity.

Institutional Linkages

Slow delivery of support services such as infrastructure (roads and budges) farm inputs and facilities are necessary in order to improve farm production.

Other Problems

Lack of skills and technical know-how in farming, distance of farm to residence, lack of certified seeds affect the potential of boosting farm production. Because of the proximity and poor condition of the roads, governments as well as NGO’s are reluctant to extend assistance needed by the farmers.

