Summary of farmer concerns in  Suyo Proper Watershed Rehabilitation Project, Region I

Location
Barangay Suyo Proper, Suyo, Ilocos Sur

Background Information

Suyo Proper is one of the largest barangay of the municipality of Suyo, Ilocos Sur. It has 11 sitios namely Sitio Macaag, Paytucan, Ungate, Tapangan, Kimbuaya, Longboy, Bulala, Kinapian, Indadangan, Kumandes and Nagucang. It is surrounded with creeks and rivers in the eastern portion while a mountain range is found on the northern portion which is planted with mahogany, rambutan, lanzones, coconut, narra, banana, mango, coffee and other cash crops.

The watershed provides the water needed for agriculture and domestic uses for the municipalities especially those adjacent t in the forest reserve. The watershed of Suyo is characterized by steep slopes with several gullies, eroded areas, landslides and massive erosion. Slope ranges from 18% to 80%. The area is predominantly covered by shrubs and more commercial tree species like balete, teal, dapdap, kalumpit, bolos and bamboos. In 1997, the area is planted with gmelina, narra and mahogany. A large portion of the watershed is covered by CBFM with 335 hectares. Meanwhile, the mountainside is also covered by ISF and contracted reforestation project of DENR-CENRO, Tagudin, Ilocos Sur. Rice paddies are likewise located along Chico River and the town of Tagudin. The average number per household sending near the area is from four with a maximum of 7 children.

Agriculture is also the major source of income of farmers. Such that rice is the major crop. Vegetables, trees and fruit trees are also grown. During dry season, the scarcity of water become a problem because it affects their agricultural production. 

To the farmers, watershed is perceived a sanctuary of plants and animals and upland settlers. It is a place rich in resources that provides the needs of man for survival.

Most common problems encountered by the residents of Suyo taken from the upper, lower and middle portion of the watershed.

Sitio Kinapian (Upper Portion)

In descending order, the most common problems met by the farmers at Sitio Kinapian are the following: poor road condition, lack of water, no source of capital, low education level, low income, low soil fertility and occurrence of pests and diseases.

Sitio Longboy (Middle Portion)

The leading problems in rank order are the following: market outlet, water transport, occurrence of pest and diseases, irrigation and low yield.

Sitio Proper (Lower Portion)

In rank order, the problems met are: scarcity of water, soil erosion, condition of agricultural lands to residential lands and occurrence of pests and diseases.

Profile of Farmers

Demographic Profile of Farmers: Age, Gender, Civil Status,  Family Size, Educational Attainment

Forty percent (40%) out of 15 farmers are within the age bracket of 37-47. The rests range within the age bracket from 26-36, 48-58 and 59-69. The farmer were documented by male and married having a family size of 3-7 children.

Majority of them were able to have some elementary education. While others were able to reached secondary and vocational education. Meanwhile, one graduated from elementary and one from high school. No one had reached college neither finished college education due to the evidence of poverty in the uplands.

Occupation

Farming is the main source of livelihood of the farmers. While some are on part time basis and some are laborers hired during cropping seasons. Usually part time farmers who worked elsewhere outside the community make themselves available during cropping seasons and find other jobs elsewhere after farming activities.

Annual Income

Majority of the farmers have an income ranging from less than P5,000 per annum. Only one claimed to have an income ranging from P45,001-P50,000 and one with P125,001-30,000/yr.

Membership in Organizations

Majority of the uplanders are members of the Federation of Farmers. Others are members of Samahang Nayon and other organization. 

Animals Raised

Majority of the farmers raised chickens pigs, carabaos and goats in their backyard. As additional source of income and at the same time for family consumptions.
Land Tenure Status

Majority of the farms are tenants, while others are owner cultivators.

Length of Farming Experience

Majority of the farmers are engaged in farming for more than ten years. The average mean is 10.125 years.

Farm Description

Less than fifty percent live within less than a kilometer from their residence to their farm. While others live within less than 1-2, 3-4 and 5-6 kms.

Farm Size

Majority of the farmers are cultivating less than 0.5 hectares.

Land Use

Upland areas are usually planted with agri-crops, a combination of rice and vegetables. Flatlands are usually planted with rice (rice paddies). Other land use systems include Agroforestry and the planting of trees along the boundaries of the farms.

Farming Practice

Monocropping is prevalent as a farming/cropping practice where the farms are solely planted with rice. In upland areas with cropping is employed where the main crop is planted wit intercrops. Other cropping patterns observed in Suyo are swiddening, alley cropping and terracing. 

Source of Water

The source of water for domestic use usually comes from spring. Sources of irrigation come from rain and creeks and river.

Labor

The family and its members usually are the sources of labor used in the farms. If inadequate family resort to hiring neighbors and interested individuals.

Conservation Measures Adopted

Rip-rapping is a common practice adapted in a rolling topography to conserve soil. Planting of cover crops, trees and fruit trees are also employed. Conjunction of rice bunds is common especially on flat lands. Wattling and minimum cultivation are also practiced as a means of conservation.

Source of Capital

Farmers usually finance their own needs for production farm activities. Others resort to borrowing from their friends and relatives,

Perception on the Role of Trees

Various/diverse roles were given by the farmers as to the roles of trees. Roles such as construction materials, fuelwood, conserve water, influence on good climate, source of food and income, shelter, fodder and source of medicine.

Training and Seminars Attended

Most of the farmers were able to attend various seminars/trainings on rice production , integrated pest management, forestry, agroforestry, integrated farming, CO and livestock farming.

Support Services

Some of the support services extended to the farmers of Suyo include training on Cooperative, provision of footpath, farming equipment, seed for planting, fertilizer, farmers equipment, post harvest facilities, budges, financial and technical assistance and livelihood assistance

Problems

Farm Problems

Occurrence of pest and diseases, low yield, expensive farm inputs, seeds quality and soil quality are the most common identified problems of the farmers.

Resources

Scarcity of water is the leading problem arising on the problem of resources. Other problems include small farm size, owner-tenant relationship, poor soil quality and location of farm to the market and household.

Labor

Problem on labor only arise when the farm size is large and the number of farmers and its members are inadequate to work on the farms.

Capital

Upland farmers are generally poor and could hardly afford to finance their farm needs/inputs. Because agricultural production is risky, they develop the fear of not being able to pay back their debts if not fortunate enough. While some farmers are risk takers, they have the fear of not being able to pay back their debts if not fortunate enough. Such that, they would prefer on their available resource rather than having credits elsewhere from lending institutions.

Institutional Linkages

Poor delivery of support services and lack of infrastructures such as roads and bridges were considered problem.

Other Problem

Other problems include lack of skills in farming, distance of farm to their residence, lack of appropriate farming technology, poor road condition and poor seed quality.
