Summary of farmer concerns in Lidlidda Watershed Reserve, Region I

Location

Lidlidda, Poblacion Norte, Ilocos Sur

Background of Information

Lidlidda Watershed Reserve was established by virtue of Proclamation No. 79 on August 17, 1936 composed of 1,157,4379 hectares comprised of several hydrological resources such as natural springs, creeks, streams, rivers and waterfalls and an intact forest cover representing species of molave type of forest. But due to the escalating demands for basic needs such as housing/shelter, foods, the areas of the watershed are being used as farm lots, while trees are cut for lumber for house construction. Some areas are also squatter.

The area has several portion considered to be steep. Most of the portions are likely to mountainous terraces ranging from 30%-50% slope with the highest elevation of 400 meters above sea level.

The area is predominantly covered by commercial and non-commercial tree species, shrubs and kawayan tinik.

Rice fields surround the stretch of Lidlidda Rice and its tributaries. These rice fields belong to some 500 families. Within the mountain side is the plantation areas of Banayoyo subsidiary nursery and bamboo plantation.

The municipality of Lidlidda has a total population of 4,222 per population census in 1997. Agriculture is the major source of income where the major products are palay, corn, mongo, vegetables, peanuts and others. Income classification belongs to the 6th class and a literary rate 82.04%

Barangay Carcarabasa

Introduction
Carcarabasa is one of the barangays of Lidlidda, Ilocos Sur. It is 4 kms away from Pob. Norte, Lidlidda, Ilocos Sur. Most of the residents are full time farmers. The others are engaged in livestock raising, dressmaking and other businesses.

The national highway runs across the community where barangay roads connect the eastern and western portion of the community. Rice fields are located on the eastern and western portion side of the national road. A creek is also located at the eastern portion of the barangay while a river also lies at the western part.

The species planted in the watershed include teak, gmelina, ipil-ipil, mahogany, mango, bamboo, coconut and indigenous species such as sarongen, bulala, anting, bugnay, binunga, fruit trees such as rambutan, mangosteen , cashew, duhat and guayabano, are also grown.  Field crops cultivated include rice, tobacco, vegetables and pineapples.

Scored Problems - Carcarabasa, Lidlidda, Ilocos Sur

Based on scored problems, lack of water is the leading constraint. Despite the presence of sources of water such as rivers and creeks, shortage of water is still a problem particularly during dry months. This condition is caused by deforestation due to lack of technical knowledge and expensive farm inputs. Farmers also encounter difficulty in managing the problem on the incidence of pests and diseases affecting the quality of farm product/price. So that farmers could hardly generate good income to improve/change his impoverished life status.

Barangay Suysuyan, Lidlidda Ilocos Sur (Middle Portion of the Watershed)

Introduction
Suysuyan is one of the barangays of Lidlidda Ilocos Sur. It is located at the Northern portion of the National Highway leading to the municipality of San Emilio. The community can be reached through a barangay road connected to the national highway. A river is located from the northern to the eastern portion of the barangay. Suysuyan is three kilometers away from the town of Lidlidda Ilocos Sur.

Scored Problem Analysis : Barangay Suysuyan, Lidlidda Ilocos Sur (Middle Portion)

Based on the scored problem, the leading ones are the following: low water supply, high price of farm inputs, lack of capital, poor soil quality and occurrence of pests and diseases. Problem on water supply is due to the practice of kaingin making and cutting of trees to be used as fuel wood for the curing of tobacco. This practice had caused problem on soil erosion and sedimentation due to loss of soil cover.

Because of the expensive cost of farm inputs, farmers can’t afford to buy the needed chemicals to prevent the occurrence of pests and diseases. Fertilizer used is also limited because it’s beyond the buying capacity of the farmers. In this manner, the potential ability of the farmer to produce is affected.  So that the farmer’s desire to improve his socio-economic status becomes remote.

Poblacion Norte, Lidlidda, Ilocos Sur

Introduction
Poblacion Norte is one of the barangays of Ilocos Sur. On the northern and eastern portion of the barangay is Paraesus Berde, a project spearheaded by the LGU of the Municipality of Lidlidda, implemented on June 12, 1993   with   the   end   of purpose of  safeguarding, conserving and developing forest resources for sustainable growth and development of the municipality  to provide the residents a well-balanced ecology and environment favorable and pleasing for human existence (PARAESUS BERDE, 1993.)

The national highway runs across the community leading to the town of Candon, Ilocos Sur in the eastern portion and the municipal road on the western portion leading to the town of Burgos, Ilocos Sur. The community is enclosed with barangay roads and municipal roads.

Scored Problem Analysis : Poblacion Norte, Lidlidda Ilocos Sur

Based on the scored problem, in rank order are the following; lack of water supply, high price of farm inputs, lack of farm machineries, low price of farm products and occurrence of pests and diseases. The scarcity of water is brought about by kaingin and the cutting of trees to be used as fuel wood for the curing of tobacco that eventually caused soil erosion to some portions of the watershed. This condition eventually resulted to the wilting of crops, low crop yield and low income generated by farmers.

Because poverty is prevalent in the uplands, farmers could only buy limited bags of fertilizers and other chemicals needed for farm production. Because, their supplies are inadequate, the correct practice of management of crop is sacrificed leading to low quality and limited farm products. Farmers could not generate much income out from their crops because the price is affected due to poor quality. Given the opportunities, farmers have the potentials to improve his socio-economic life with  the support of the concern agencies and other partners of development.

Poblacion Sur, Lidlidda, Ilocos Sur

Introduction

Poblacion Sur is one of the barangays of Lidlidda, Ilocos Sur. The community is located at the southern portion of Paraesus Berde.  It is enclosed by the national road leading to San Emilio, and municipal road to Poblacion north, and the barangay road itself entering the community. A creek also lies on the south going watershed. A river also lies at the western portion near the rice fields. Southwest lies a communal forest where (CTF) used to be administered by the DENR. The Communal Tree farms were awarded to the farmers through stewardship agreement.

A kaingin area for dendro-thermal project is located southwest of the community. Majority of the residence are engaged in farming. Others are part time farmers.

Scored Problem Analysis :  Poblacion Sur, Lidlidda Ilocos Sur

The priority problems identified by farmers are the following: lack of water, lack of capital, no market outlet, lack of technology, and lack of farms equipment.

The shortage of water was attributed by the indiscriminate cutting of trees used as fuel wood for the curing of tobacco. This condition had adversely affected the amount/quality of water needed for the field crops and household use.

Due to lack of capital, farmers could not adopt the appropriate preventive management/ measures to safeguard their field crops from injurious pest/ insects such that the quality and quantity of farm products are affected. Sometimes farmers do not use the right kind of fertilizer adapted to the crop and soil type. Sometimes the amount applied is also sacrificed due to limited purchased inputs.

Barangay Bugui, Lidlidda, Ilocos Sur

Introduction

Bugui is one of the barangays of Lidlidda, Ilocos Sur. It is composed of 46 households whose major source of income is farming.

Barangay Bugui is located northeast of the Municipality of Lidlidda, Poblacion Norte. Bugui is located at the northern portion of the national highway. At the southeast is a river which serves as the source of water for field crops.  The community can be reached through barangay roads.

The species found growing in the watershed are the following: mahogany, gmelina, narra, akleng parang, kupang, himbabao, lubang, acacia, coffee, papaya, jackfruit and kakawate. Cash crops cultivated include tobacco, peanuts, mongo, tomatoes, eggplant, rice, and corn

Scored Problem: Barangay Bugui, Lidlidda Ilocos Sur
Based on the scored problem, the priority problems include lack of water supply, low price of farm product, high price of farm inputs, poor soil quality, loan assistance, market outlet, and occurrence of pest and diseases. The scarcity of water supply is caused by the cutting of trees to supply the demands for fuel woods needed for the curing of tobacco. The practiced of kaingin also attributed to deforestation and enhanced soil erosion, siltation of creeks and rivers resulting to the decline in the volume of water limiting the possibility of 2nd cropping.

Profile of Farmers 
Age, Gender, Civil Status, No. of Children

Out of 26 farmers, 11 (42.31%) are within 48-58  age bracket, 8 or 30.77%  within 37-47, 3 or 11.54 % ranged within 20-30, 2 or 7.04 % are within  59-69 and 2 or 7.69% ranged within 70-80 age bracket.  The mean average of 38 indicates young composition  of farmers in the community. Majority are males and married having 4-6 children at  most with an average family size of four children.

Occupation

Majority of the residents are farmers. Some are part time farmers and full time non- farm worker.  Others are employed in the government sector.

Annual Income
Most of the farmers are having an annual income above P 50,001, while the others are earning an annual income between P15,001-P50,000.00   The average annual income of farmers is P 17,379.79.

Educational Attainment

Out of 26 farmers, 7 (26.92%) have elementary education, 7 (26.92%) are secondary graduates, 5(19.23%) have secondary education, 3(11.54%) have gone to college, 2(7.6%) have taken vocational course, 1(3.85%) graduated from the elementary and 1 (3.85) graduated from college.

Training and Seminars Attended

Livestock, rice, mango production, integrated farming, vegetable production, forestry, banana production; IPM and Agroforestry were the focus of trainings/seminars attended by the farmers extended by the government sectors.

Farm Description

Distance from Residence to Farm

Majority of the farmers are residing less than 1 km from their farms. The others lived within 1-6 kms away from their farms.  The average distance is 1.5 km. 

Farm Size

Majority of the farmers have a farm size ranging from 0.51-1 hectare, while the rests only have less than 0.5 hectares.  The average farm size is 1 ha.

Crops Planted

Rice if the main crop planted during rainy season. Tobacco and bananas are grown during dry months.

Secondary crops include pineapple, pigeon peas, eggplant, root crops, mungbean, tomatoes, corn, bitter gourd, etc. Fruit trees and forest trees are also grown.

Land Tenure Status

Majority of the residents are landowners. Other landowners specially with small farms size become tenants to increase income.

Membership to Organization

Majority of the farmers are members of various organizations such as farmer’s indigenous association, cooperative, Rural Improvement Club, Saranay, Anti-drug abuse council, Driver’s association and Budong Association.

Length of Farming Experience

Majority of the residents have been engaged in farming for more than 10 years, while others have less than ten years.

Animals Raised

Majority of the farmers raised animals in their backyards for market and home consumption. Animals raised include chickens, cow, goats, swine and carabao. Cows and carabaos are usually used for plowing the fields and for the transport of farm products to the households.

Source of Capital Used for Farming

Majority of the farmers spend for their own farm needs and labor. When capital is inadequate, they depend on borrowing from their friends, relatives, neighbors and cooperative established in the community.

Farm Labor

In Lidlidda, the common sources of labor are the following: family and hired labor, family labor, family and bayanihan and hired labor alone.

Source of Water

Water tapped from rivers and creeks including rain are the common sources of water used for field crops, while deep well and springs are the sources of water used for the households.

Assistance & Support Services

Financial assistance, fertilizer, livelihood assistance, planting materials, bridges, cooperative and community organizing assistance, water facilities, technical assistance, farm equipment, market facilities, legal assistance, training/skills development, irrigation system, footpath and post harvest facilities are some of the support services extended to the farmers by the various agencies such as DENR, DA, DOST, SCU’s, NGO’s, TESDA, RIC, and NCIP.

Land Use

Rice field is the major land use. Other land use include agricultural crops, pasture/grassland, agroforestry and forest trees.

Farming Practice and Cropping Pattern

Monocropping, intercropping, agroforestry farming, terracing, animal production and contour farming are the common farming practices adopted by the farmers in the community.

Conservation Measures Adopted

Combinations of vegetative and non-vegetative measures are adopted by farmers. Planting fruit/forest trees and planting of cover crops are the vegetative conservation measures, while rip-rapping, construction of dikes and wattling are the non-vegetative measures adopted.

Perception on the Role of Trees

The roles of trees as perceived by the farmers are the following: conserve water, fuel wood, construction materials, influence good climate, source of income, for food, fodder for animals, medicine and prevent soil erosion.

Problems

Farmer Problem

The major problems encountered by farmers in descending order are the following: occurrence of pests and diseases, low harvest, expensive inputs, soil and seed quality.

Resources

Shortage of water especially during dry months is the primary problem. Small size, poor soil quality, accessibility of market, and non-ownership of land are the other problems encountered by the farmer under resources.

Labor

Limited supply of family labor, limited opportunities of farm labor and under utilization of farm labor are identified problems under labor. When the farm size is large and the number of family members is limited it becomes a problem.

Capital

Poor access to credit and lack of financial assistance were commonly identified as problems. With the prevalence of poverty in the uplands, the availability of credit assistance is of great help to the farmers particularly during planting season.

Institutional Linkages

Provision/presence of infrastructure such as good roads and bridges and farm to market roads could be encouraging factors in improving agricultural productivity and would somehow ease the farmers’ burden of transporting their crops to the market and vice-versa transport of farm inputs.

Other Problems

Unsound farming practices, distance of farm to the households, lack of skills in farming, lack of good seeds are other problems identified by farmers.

