Summary of farmer concerns in Daligan Watershed, Region I

Location
Daligan, Sta. Cruz, Ilocos Sur and Sitio Quinbilibil

Background Information

Barangay Daligan is around 8-10 kilometers from the municipality of Sta. Cruz. It can be reached by jeepney for about 30 minutes.

Quinbilibil is one of the sitios of Daligan. The graded rugged road to Quinbilibil is about 15-20 degrees slope and can be reached by hiking from about 3-4 hours. Quinbilibil is about 15 kms from Barangay Daligan, Sta. Cruz Ilocos Sur.

Along the way to Quinbilibil are large tracts of lands dominated with cogon. Several scattered tree species and bolos are found growing along the mountainous and along small bodies of water. The large tracts of lands were once planted with trees during the implementation of the reforestation project administered by the DENR. However when the seedlings were about three months old they were burned down by unidentified individuals, thus the residents had less interest in replacing the burned seedlings. They claimed that the motive was done by the disgruntled individuals not favored by the project.

Main crops planted are rice, root crops, eggplant, squash and cabbage. While bananas and tobaccos are the secondary crops. Fruit trees/forest trees are also grown such as avocado, guava, mahogany, narra, eucalyptus, coconut, ipil-ipil and cacao.

Burdened with distance and poor footpath condition, farmers could only carry so little farm products to the market. Faced with this problem they could only derived little income and couldn’t even send their children to school. With these conditions farmers could hardly cope with their basic needs. Thus, could hardly elevate their status of life and eventually affecting the future/fate of their children repeating the vicious cycle of poverty of the upland dwellers.

Farmers Profile

Age, gender, Civil Status, Family Size

There were 15 farmers considered in this survey in Barangay Daligan and Sitio Quinbilibil in Sta. Cruz, Ilocos Sur. Most farmers belonged to the age group of 21-31. The rests belonged to 43-53, 32-42, 65-75 and 54-64.  The average mean is 41.3. 

Majority of the farmers are males and married with a family size ranging from 4-6 children. The rests have 1-3 and 7-9 children.  The average number of children is 3.31.

Educational Attainment and Occupation

Most of the farmers have reached secondary education, while the others have undergone elementary, vocational education. Only one had undergone college education.

Agriculture is the primary occupation of the farmers while the others are employed elsewhere. Kaingin making/swiddening is still a common practice in the place.

Annual Income

Almost 50% of the 15 farmers have an income from P5,001-P10,000 a year. Only two are earning between P25,001-P30,000 yearly.

Training and Seminars Attended

There were few of the farmers who were fortunate enough to attend trainings/seminars on rice production, vegetable production, IPM and livestock raising. While the other farmers have never attended any trainings/seminars.

Land Tenure Status

Most of the farmers are landowners, while the others are tenants.

Length of Farming Experience

Majority of the residents have been engaged in farming as their primary source of income for more than 10 years.  The average length of farming is 6.5 years.

Animal Raised

The upland dwellers of Quinbilibil raised chickens, pigs, carabaos, cows and goats usually for sale or home consumption.

Membership in Organization

Only two are members of Samahang Nayon. Majority of them are not affiliated with any organizations.

Source of Capital Used in Farming

Majority of the farmers depend on their own financial capability in the purchase of their needs for farm inputs. Others depend on borrowing from their friends, relatives and neighbors.

Farm Labor

Farm labor had never been a problem because of small farm size ownership and availability of family members in supplying farm labors.

Source of Water

The upland dwellers depend on rain, river and creeks for their field crops, while the creek is the source of water for household use.

Assistance & Support Services

Some of the assistance extended to the farmers by the government sectors include seeds, coop organizing assistance, water facilities, bridges, technical assistance, market facilities, farm equipment, footpath, livelihood, post harvest facilities and skills training.

Farm Description
Distance from residence to Farm

Most of the farmers lived within less than a kilometer from their residence to their farms. Only few lived within 1-2 kilometers from their farms.  The average distance is 2.35 kms.

Farm Size

Majority of the farmers own less than 0.5 hectares while the rests have 2.1-3 hectares.  The average farm size is .96 has.

Land Use

Farmers use their land for the production of rice, agri-crops, forest trees, agroforestry and pasture for the livestock.

Farming Practices

Monocropping is usually practice for the primary crop (rice) usually planted during wet months. After rice cropping, intercropping is adopted. Main crop is intercrop with minor crops. Combination of trees and agri-crops is also practiced.

Conservation Measures Adopted

Majority of the farmers make used of wattling. Planting of cover crops fruit trees and forest trees, rip-rapping, establishment of rice bunds and minimum cultivation are some of the practice of conservation measures adopted by the farmers.

Perception on the Role of Trees

Most of the farmers have multi-perceptions on the various roles of trees such as fuel-wood, shelter, influence good climate, medicine, source of income, fodder and construction materials.

Problems

Farmer’s  Problem

The leading problems met by the farmers are low yield, occurrence of pests and diseases, expensive farm inputs, seed quality and soil quality.

Resources

Scarcity of water, small farm size, distance of farm to market, soil quality are identified problems on resources.

Labor

Low productivity of labor was a problem but not seriously considered. Family members usually supply the labor needed for farm activities.

Capital

Lack of financial assistance and difficulty of access to credit are identified problems. Since the residents are subsistence farmers, they could hardly fiancé farm inputs to enhance farm productivity.

Institutional Linkages

Lack of infrastructure and slow delivery of support services such as improvement of footpath/provision of road are of priority concerns that could improve and enhance transport of farm products.

Other Problems

Unsustainable farming practices, lack of skills in farming, distance of farm to households poor road system and lack of good seeds are other problems encountered. Despite of the various trainings/seminars extended to them, farmers claimed their knowledge is still inadequate. It is suggested that frequent monitoring and follow-up assistance is required to ensure farmers appropriate use of knowledge learned to improve agricultural production.
