Summary of farmer concerns in Metropolitan Protected Landscape, 

Region I

Location

Barangay Sulbic, Pasuquin, Ilocos Norte

Background Information

Through proclamation No. 731, series of 1934, parcels of land of the public domain covering Metropolitan Ilocos Norte Protected landscape located in the municipality of Pasuquin, Province of Ilocos Norte was proclaimed as protected area under the category of protected landscape. This area is formerly under the defunct Bureau of Forest Development (BFD) now DENR. Any share be administered by the protected area management board as constituted pursuant to RA 7586 otherwise known as the NIPAS Act of 1992 and its implementing rules and regulations. 

The primary objective for such establishment of the protected landscape is for the protection and conservation of the biological, ecological, scientific and educational features of the area.

Agriculture is the main source of income of residents in the community. Rice is their main crop. In some areas, two cropping for rice is adopted. Other agri-crops grown include red onions, tomatoes and garlic.

Deep well constructed in the farms is tapped and siphoned to serve as the source of irrigation for farm crops and for household use.

The potential problems arising within the area is the indiscriminate cutting of trees and collection of wild plants and destruction of the resources found in the caves such as stalagmites and stalactites.

The problems of the farmers in barangay Sulbic, Pasuquin, Ilocos Norte are on scarcity of water, lack of capital, high cost of farm inputs, poor soil quality, low yield, low price of farm products (garlic).

The residents knew they are living in a watershed rich in natural resources such as water, plants and animals. They are also aware that these resources are to be protected because primarily this is where they depend their needs for survival such as food and shelter, etc.

Scored Problem Analysis

Sitio Agat, Sulbec, Pasuquin Ilocos Norte

Agat is a sition of barangay Sulbec, Municipality of Pasuquin, Ilocos Norte. Based on observation the problem presented in Sition Agat and the barangay of Nagsanga, Sulbec and Salpaad are interrelated and common. On the record problem, the leading problem in descending order are high cost of inputs, low price of farm products, poor soil quality, lack of capital and lack of technical know-how in farming. The used of chemical fertilizers always become a common practice of uplands farmers. But because of increasing price, they could hardly afford to purchase the needed inputs---- production such that it affected the quality as well as the quantity of the farm product especially garlic which is an export commodity in the north. Because on the lack of technical know- how farmers jus rely on their traditional farming practices therefore cannot improve quality of farm product.

Salpad Sulbec, Nagsanga, Pasuquin , Ilocos Norte

Salpad Sulbec, Nagsanga are in the Barangay of Pasuquin. 

Based on the scored problems, the shortage of water ranked first. Because of the unfinished construction of the dam, second cropping of rice was not made possible. Farmers believe that the dam has a great role to play in increasing farm yields. Lack of capital, poor soil quality, low yield, lack of government support and low price of farm products are other problems met by the farmers.

Because of lack of capital, farmers cannot afford to buy the necessary farm inputs to propel production/increased yield because of the absence of fertilizers and good quality of seeds. Besides farmers lack the skills/knowledge of how to make or improve the poor quality of the soil or knowledgeable on the crops appropriate on such type of soil. With these conditions, the farmers cannot boost production and thus further making the farmer poorer and poorer.

Profile of Farmers

Demographic Profile of Farmers: Age, Gender, Civil Status, Educational Attainment

Of the 19 farmers 31.58% are within the age bracket of 37-47, 21.05% are within the age bracket of 26-36, 48-58 and 59-69. Only one is within the bracket of 70-80.

Majorities are males and married, having a family size ranging from 4-6 children (12, 1-3 (3), 7-9 (3), and 10-12 (1) children.

All of them were educated however, only few graduated from secondary and college.

Occupation

Majority of the residents are engaged in farming while some are employed elsewhere and part time farmers.

Annual income

Most of the farmers are earning P25,001-P35,000 per year. The others earn within P15,001-25,000. Only 2 earn within 40,001-50,000/year.

Membership in Organizations

Most of them are members of various organizations such as cooperatives, tricycle association, RIC, Senior Citizens, SANJERA SIRAONG (Organization on Irrigation) Ladies Circle and Womens Club.

Animals Raised

Majority of the families raised chickens, pigs, cows, goats and carabaos.

Land Tenure Status

Majority of the farmers are tenants. Only few are owner cultivators.

Length of Farming

Majority of the residents are engaged in farming for more than 10 years. The rest have been farming from 1-7 years.

Farm Description

Distance between home and farm

Majority of the farmers live within less than a kilometer from their farms. Very few live within 1-2 kilometers away.

Farm Size

Majority of the uplanders are farming 0.51-2 hectares. The rests farm less than a hectare and from 2.1-3 hectares.

Land Use

Farms are commonly used for rice production. After rice cropping, the land is shifted for agri-crop production and grazing. A combination of trees and crops is also practice (Agroforestry) particularly in the upland areas (with rolling topography).

Source of Water

Deep well is the common source of water for domestic use. Rain, rivers, springs and creeks are the common source of irrigation for their crops.

Labor

Family and hired labor are the common sources of labor used in farming activities. Bayanihan is also practices particularly during planting and harvesting seasons. (service extended by family members and neighbors is paid back by rendering service.

Source of Capital

Majority of the farmers adopt vegetative and non vegetative measures of soil and water conservation. Planting of cover crops and fruit trees are some practices on soil and water conservation. While construction of rice bunds, wattling and rip-rapping are adopted on the non-vegetative measures.

Crops Planted

Crops planted are: rice, tomatoes, eggplant, garlic, onions, corn and cadios. Trees/fruit trees planted include agoho, gmelina, mahogany, manga, akling, parang, alnus, katurai, narra, bamboo, eucalyptus, molave, light bamboo, bukal, coconut etc.

Perceptions on the Role of Trees

Ninety nine percent (99%) of the farmers perceived trees as having role in water conservation. Other roles perceived are: fuelwood, influence good climate, construction materials, shelter, source of food, source of medicine, source of income and fodder for animals.

Training and Seminars Attended

Rice production and livestock raising and IPM are the most common training/seminars attended by farmers. Other seminars/trainings attended were: forestry, vegetable production, Agroforestry, integrated farming and mango production.

Support Services
The most common services extended to the farmers by the government (in descending order) are the following: seeds, trainings, technical assistance, irrigation, water facilities, footpath, livelihood, budges, farm equipment, crop and CO assistance fertilizer and post harvest facilities.

Problems

Farm Problem

Occurrence of pests and diseases, expensive farm inputs are the priority problems identified usually encountered by farmers. Other problems include soil quality.

Resources

Shortage/inadequacy of water is a major problem identified. The other problems met other resource include small farm size, unstable tenure status, poor quality of soil and seeds, poor road condition and location of household to market.

Labor

Limited opportunities of farm labor and limited supply of family labor are identified as problems. Because farm size are usually small and do not require additional hiring of laborers.  For those with big farms and with limited members of family, limited supply of labor becomes a problem to them.

Capital

Very few consider poor access to credit and lack of financial assistance as problems.

Institutional Linkages

Slow delivery of support services and lack of infrastructure such as road and budges were considered problems by the farmers.

Other Problems

Lack of certified seeds, unsustainable farming practices, lack of skills in farming, distance of farm to the households were potential problems considered by the farmers.
