Summary of farmer concerns in Madongan Watershed Forest Reserve, Region I

Location

San Marcelino, Dingras, Ilocos Norte

Background Information
Dingras is the commercial center of the eastern town of Ilocos Norte. It is bounded in the north by Solsona, East by province of Apayao, south by Marcos and on the west by Sarrat.

Plain agricultural lands planted wit rice and corn dominated the poblacion/town. Dingras, Ilocos, Note is one of the most progressive towns of Ilocos Norte and noted to be the rice granary of Ilocos Norte. At present, farmers are complaining because of insufficient water supply during summer, such that they cannot plant. On the other hand, these agricultural lands already planted are destroyed. This is so because of the degradation of the forest ecosystem. The forest cover of Dingras, Ilocos Norte particularly Francisco and San Marcelino is beyond the acceptable limit to be called watershed. 

The water within the watershed is generally used for irrigation, while springs have been tapped for household purposes.

Concrete dams were constructed by the National Irrigation Administration which is in full service the whole year round, however, it becomes inadequate at dry season affecting crop production.

Dingras is composed of 31 barangays having a total of 32,212 people (1998) whose map source of income is agriculture.

In 1998 survey, a family has 5-7 members. At present the younger generations are literate but the elders could hardly read and write.

Other sources of income aside from farming include furniture making and carpentry. The average income per family as of 1998 range from P15,000-P20,000/annually.

The residents of Madongan are aware and understand the concept of watershed. They perceived watershed as a refuge rich in water and plants resource a place where they could derived survival needs.

Based on scored problem, the main problem is low yield as a result of water scarcity and attributed by the occurrence of pests and diseases and high cost of farm inputs. With these conditions farmers in the uplands could hardly improved their living status. Their family income is still beyond the poverty threshold. 

Farmers Profile

Demographic Profile of Farmers: Age, Civil Status, Educational Attainment

Most of the farmers are within the age bracket of 37-4, while the rests are within 26-36, 15-25 and 59-69. Majority are males and are married having a family of 4-6 children.

Educational Attainment

All of the farmers have attended school. Four (22.66%) had gone to high school but only 3 (20%) graduated. Three (20%) are elementary graduate, 2 (13.33%) elementary (undergraduate), 1 (6.66%) had reached college and 1 (6.66%) was able to graduate from college.

Occupation

Majority (60%) of the residents are part time farm worker while the rests are full time (46.66%) and full time non farm worker (6.66%).

Annual Income

Of the 15 farmers 6 (40%) has an annual income from P10,001-P15,000, 4 (26.66%) have P5,000 and below, 4 (13.33%) have P5,001-P10,000 and only few earn between P20,001-45,000/year.

Training and Seminars Attended

Most of the farmers have attended various trainings/seminars such as forestry/Agroforestry livestock raising, rice and vegetable production, mango production, banana production, IPM and integrated farming.

Farm Description

Distance from Residence to Farm

Majority (80%) of the farmers live within less than 1 km, 13.33% within 1-2 kms and (6.66%) live within 10-11 kms.

Farm Size

Majority of the farmers are farming less than a hectare while the rests have 0.51-1 hectare.

Crops Planted

Rice is the main crop of the farmers, vegetables, root crops and tobacco are the secondary crops. Watermelon, green onions, bitter gourd, petchay, corn and string beans are the vegetables grown after rice cropping.

Jackfruits, avocado, mango, cashew, mahogany, teak, cocoa, narra, gmelina, eucalyptus and rattan are also grown by the farmers.

Land Tenure Status

Out of the 15 farmers, 53.33% are owner cultivators, while 46.66% are tenants.

Membership to Organizations

Thirteen or 86.66% are members of the upland farmers association while others are member of federation of farmers.

Length of Farming Experience

It seems the farmers of San Marcelino are new in the farming area because only 3 out of 15 have a farming experience for more than 10 years, the rests have 2-6 years only.

Animals Raised

In general, upland farmers raise chickens, pigs, cows and goats in their backyard.

Source of Capital Used for Farming

In general, farmers finance their own farm inputs such as seeds, fertilizers, insecticides and pesticides. At times when their money is inadequate, they resort to borrow from their friends and relatives, banks and cooperatives.

Farm Labor

Majority of the farmers cultivate/do their own farm activities. Hiring of laborers is just secondary when farm lands are large and with few family members.

Source of Water

Irrigation is the main source of water use for their farms, although it becomes a scarce during dry months. Spring, creeks, rivers and rain are identified as other sources.

Assistance and Support Services

Livelihood assistance, budges, irrigation system, cooperative and community organizing assistance, technical assistance, skills development, planting materials, fertilizers, footpath and financial assistance are some of the support services extended to the farmers by the government sectors.

Land Use

Farm lands are generally use for the production of rice which is the main crop of farms, after which is planted with agricultural crops such as vegetables and root crops. Other parts of their farm are planted to fruit trees such as jackfruit, avocado and mangoes. After rice and vegetable croppings, the land is used for grazing of livestock.
Conservation Measures Adopted

The farmers combine both vegetative and non-vegetative conservation measures in their farm lands. For the vegetative, farmers plant cover crops, trees/fruit trees and adopt minimum cultivation. Meanwhile, the non-vegetative measures include construction of rice bunds, dikes, wattling and rip-rapping.

Farming Practices

Monocropping (pure rice) and intercropping (combination of vegetables and crops) terracing and animal production are some of the farming practices adopted by the farmers of San Marcelino, Dingras, Ilocos Norte.

Perception of the Role of Trees

Residents perceived trees as having several roles. In rank order the roles are: it conserves water, influence good climate, used as fuelwood, construction materials, food, medicine, shelter, fodder and as a source of income.

Problems

Farmers Problem

The leading problems identified by the farmers are: occurrence of pests and diseases, expensive inputs, low harvest, seed quality and soil quality.

Resources

Small farm size, poor soil quality, lack of water, unstable tenure status and accessibility of market are identified as problems on resources.

Labor
Because of small farm size, families usually do not consider labor as a problem instead under utilization of farm labor has become a problem.

Capital

Because of financial constraint, farmers would want to have access to credit from lending institution or a financial assistance to enable them finance their farm needs to make it productive.

Institutional Linkages

Oftentimes, support services are promised to the farmers but its taking it too slow to be delivered; hence, they consider it as a problem.

Other Problems

Lack of skills in farming apparently is the major problems meet by the farmers, such that they continuously make use of their conventional way of farming passed on/learned from their parents, relatives and friends. Although farmers are poor, they also find ways to have good seeds/variety for planting. But in general certified seeds are not available or if available it’s too expensive and not affordable to the farmers.

