Summary of farmer concerns in Ambuklao Dam Watershed
Abiang, Atok, Benguet, Cordillera

Background Information
Ambuklao Dam is considered one of the huge projects that happened in the Cordillera area.  One of the first two dams constructed along Agno River (the other is Binga Dam) during the early 1950’s.  Its primary purpose is to generate electric power for the country (Philippines), and to provide fishing ground to the immediate or host communities.

The affected settlers accepted the project, upon the advice of the community leaders who believed then that it would be impossible to block the river permanently and impound such volume of water and that the project would generate employment to the community.  When the dam was closed and made operational, it submerged socially important and economically productive resources such as rice fields, fruit crops, residence, burial grounds and infrastructure facilities that had very seriously affected the residence.  An eleven kilometer road networks had also been submerged and rerouted.  As a result tributaries of the dam were filled with sediments/silt that subsequently destroyed similar economically productive resources.
Sitio Caybong, Guiweng, Aponan, Abiang, Atok Benguet
Aponan, Caybong and Guiweng are the three sitios of barangays Abiang, municipality of Atok, Province of Benguet.  Caybong is located at the lower portion of the watershed, while Guiweng is the middle and Aponan is situated along the Provincial road.  On the North of the Provincial road leads to Bontoc, Mt. Province while on the south is the municipality of La Trinidad, Benguet.  Barangay Abiang takes around 45 -50 kms to Ambuklao Dam which is accessible through the Provincial road.  The road is rough around 18% slope leading to Sitio Aponan which takes around 2 kms from the provincial road.  From Aponan, it will take around 3 kms from Caybong to Guiweng.  There are around 306 households of Abiang.
Majority of the residents of Abiang are vegetable growers.  Their vegetable crops grown the whole year round include potatoes, carrots, baguio beans, chayote, cabbage, sweet peas, pepper and corn.  They also cultivate bananas. 
Fruit trees such as lanzones, coffee, mangosteen, chico and other fruit bearing plants are also grown.  Rice is not grown, instead the residents buy rice sold from the market, while vegetables are planted the whole year round.
Farmers still adopt indigenous practices on farming.  They still made used of pick mattock, scythes, sickles, bolos, shovels and digging bar in land preparation.

Farmer Profile

Age, Civil Status, Gender, Educational Attainment

Most (38.09) of the farmer are within the 26-36 age bracket, 6(28.57%) within 48-58, 5(23.81%) within 37-47, and 2 (9.52%) are within 59-69 age bracket. The mean age is 43 years old.
Majority or 61.90% are male, and 38.04% are females.  Twenty or 95.24% are married while 1(4.76%) is single.
Eight or 38.09% have 4-6 children, 6(28.57%) have 7-9, 1(4.76%) has 10-12, 2 (9.52%) and 1 *4.76%) has 13 children and above. The average mean of children is 7.
Educational Attainment

Out of 21 respondents, 6 (28.57%) have undergone elementary education, while 6 (28.57%) were able to graduate from elementary, 5 (23.81%) are secondary graduates, while 3(14.29%) failed to graduate, and 1 or   4.76%) was able to graduate from college.

Occupations

Majority of the residents are farming/gardening, while others are employed elsewhere, and tending sari-sari store.

Annual Income

Out of 21, 7(33.33% have an income from P20,001-P25,000, 3(14.29%) are within P15,001-P 20,000, 3(9.52%) have P5,000.00 and below, 2(9.52%) have 10,001 – P15,000.00, 2(9.52%) have P30,001-P35,000, 1(4.76%) has P30,001-P40,000, and 1 (4.76%) has P45,001-50,000 annually. The average annual income of farmers is P 21,250.50
Training and Seminars Attended

Majority of the residents were able to attend various trainings such as rice production, mango production, vegetable production and livestock raising.

Distance From residence to Farm

Majority of the farmer lived within less than a kilometer from their farms.  The average distance is 1.3 kms.
Crops Planted

The primary crops of the uplanders of Abiang, Atok, and Benguet are vegetables such as sweet pepper, potatoes, cabbage, sayote, baguio beans and carrots.  Forest trees and fruit trees are also grown within the area.

Land Tenure Status

Majority of the residents are owner cultivators.  Only few are tenants.

Membership to Organization

The resident are members of various organizations such as farmer’s cooperative, water works association, saranay, women’s associations, Abiang consumer center, while others have not joined any organizations.

Length of Farming 

Majority of the farmers have been engaged in farming for more than 10 year.  The average length of farming is 2.30 years.
Animals Raised

Ducks, chickens, goats, swine are some of the usual animals raised by the farmers in their backyards.

Source of Capital Used for Farming

Majority of the residents borrow their farm capital from lending institutions, cooperative, relatives and friends.

Farm Labor

Sources of labor come from family, a combination of family and hired laborers (when the members of the family is inadequate), and a combination of family and bayanihan.
Source of Water

River, rain, creeks and spring are the common sources of water.  However the 3 sitios get their water from pipes tapped from the creek located below sitio Abiang which is 5-6 kms having a slope of 75% slope.

Assistance and Support Services

Various interventions were extended to the residents of Abiang such as financial assistance, technical assistance, training skills, foothpath, water facilities, livelihood assistance which were extended by the LGUs, DA, DSWD, banks, private organizations and DENR.
Land Use

Land use is usually on agricultural crops.  Forest trees are also grown in farm lots.  Agroforestry as land use is also adopted.

Farming Practices & Cropping Patterns

Monocropping, intercropping, alley cropping and contour farming are the common cropping patterns adopted by the farmers.

Conservation Measures Adopted

A combination of vegetative and non-vegetative measures is employed as conservation measures within the farm lots of farmers.  On the vegetative measures; they plant cover crops, pine trees and fruit trees.  Meanwhile the non-vegetative measures, they adopt rip-rapping , construction of dikes and wattling.

Perception on the Role of Trees

Diverse role of trees as perceived by the farmer are the following: construction materials, shelter, influence good climate, prevent soil erosion and surface run-off, fodder, conserve water, food, source of income, fuel wood and medicines.

Problems
Farmer Problems
The primary problems encountered by farmers under farmer problem are the following: occurrence of pests and diseases, expensive inputs, low harvest, soil quality and seed quality.

Resources

The leading problems under resource problem include lack of water, accessibility, small farm size, poor soil quality and non-ownership of land although negligible.

Labor

Very few considered labor is a problem, because the members of the family is adequate and the availability of relatives and neighbors to help during cropping season.

Capital

Poor access to credit and lack of financial assistance were identified as problems, although there was an intervention towards credit assistance, it might be difficult to access due to difficulty of requirements probably/procedures especially from lending institutions/banks.  The interest probably is even beyond the paying capacity of the farmer.

Institutional Linkages

Slow delivery of support services such as improvements of roads and foothpath, and sustainability of various assistance such as financial or material  were identified very important by the farmer to help them boost agricultural production.
Other Problems

Poor road system, distance of farm to the household, unsustainable farmers’ practices, lack of skills in farming and lack of good seeds are the identified problems that have affected agricultural productivity.

