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QUARTERLY UPDATE
	Contract reference no.:
	ASI/B7-301/98/679-040 

(Asia-Link Programme)

	Project Title: 
	Strengthening of Institute for Agro-forestry and Watershed Management, Philippines

	Name of Beneficiary:
	University of Wales Bangor (Centre for Arid Zone Studies), UK

	Period covered by this Quarterly Update:
	3rd August  2003 to 3rd November

	Due date of this Quarterly Update:
	3rd November


I. Introduction
Again the progress of the project has been delayed owing to late payment of the second tranche of the EU grant. This was partly due to misunderstandings between Bangor and the EU concerning the publication of audits and partly because of the transfer of the management of the Asia Link projects to the beneficiary countries (in this case to Manila) at about the time the intermediate report was due to be approved. The award was eventually received in November – almost 6 months into the second year. As a result, some work that was to be done in the period covered by this report has been delayed. A joint review mission by the project leaders in Bangor, Cork and Philippines was delayed from November 2004 until January 2005.
During the period, Dr B. Ambrose-Oji from Bangor visited DMMMSU during August to help the DMMMSU staff with data analysis and two dissertations have been submitted by students assisted under the programme.

II. Description of Activities

Activity 2: (Complete) Survey of past students and prospective employers
This activity is basically complete and the report has been written. However, in January 2005, during a visit by the project manager SPSS statistical software will be used to further analysis the data collected. Dr Ambrose-Oji provided some help with data analysis during her visit in August.
Activity 3. (Complete) Review of technologies
This activity is basically complete and the report has been written. However, in January 2005, during a visit by the project manager SPSS statistical software will be used to further analysis the data collected. Dr Ambrose-Oji provided some help with data analysis during her visit in August.
Activity 6: Formulation of courses, module content and learning objectives
The draft curriculum has been produced after a meeting of the IAWM faculty members in October. The document can be downloaded under the section “Curriculum Development” at

http://www.bangor.ac.uk/saiwam/Reports/Reports.htm
The proposals to obtain approval by Academic Council and ratification by the Board of Regents in October and November was missed because of their other agendas. However, we are assured that as the President of the University (DMMMSU) is keen on the proposed MSc, there will not be a problem.

Activity 7. DMMMSU staff on courses in the EU
Mr Ronald Estoque, a staff member of IAWM at DMMMSU arrived in September and is enrolled on an MSc in Rural Resource Management. He will undertake a dissertation on GIS based modelling of soil erosion.

Activity 8:  Development  of teaching materials
This will start once the curriculum has been finalised in January 2005 during the visit of the Project Manager.
Activity 9. EU students to go to Philippines
Two students at University of Wales Bangor have submitted their dissertations in September. The details are as follows:

Mehaffey, D. 2004. Deforestation and forest management in the Philippine provinces of Benguet and La Union.
Yamada, C. 2004. Land and water related opportunities and constraints to livelihood security for vegetable crop growers in La Union and Mountain provinces, Luzon, the Philippines.

They can be downloaded from 
http://www.bangor.ac.uk/saiwam/Reports/Reports.htm
Activity 10 (a): Development of extension materials
Hopefully substantial progress will be made in the first quarter of 2005.
Activity 11: Mid-term review
This was postponed until January 2005
Activity 13: Dissemination of outputs
(a) Review of technologies
It is planned to write several internal monographs and published papers on watershed technologies as an output from the survey of technologies (Activity 4). Writing was to have started on this by November but owing to delay in funding, it is unlikely to be started until the visit of the project manager in January 2005.

(b) Documentation of farmer problem analysis
By Year 2: Month 6 (November), it was planned to produce one academic paper based on the farmer problem analysis study (Activity 5). It is expected that more progress will be made on this during the first quarter of 2005.
(c) Curriculum development for at least 10 Agroforestry and Watershed Management modules
See Activity 8.

(d) Teaching Materials
See Activity 8.

(e) Production of extension materials
This was delayed owing to staff abscences from DMMMSU. Hopefully it will start in the first quarter of 2005.
III. Other Issues
Mention any other issues you deem relevant (difficulties encountered etc.).
The main issue was the delay in the second tranche.
